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PURPOSE: To lighten the burden of image feature 
extraction, etc., on an operator at the time of data 
base input by extracting an imitation sound component 
which relates to a key word from a key word which is 
inputted for retrieval and generating the frequency 
pattern of the speech corresponding to the imitation 
sound component. 



CONSTITUTION: The key word to be retrieved is 
extracted from an input sentence, and imitation sound 
information which features the key word is made to 
correspond to this key word. For each piece of imitation 
sound information, a 1st memory 41 is stored with an 
imitation sound component key word audience, a goal 
post, a ball, and a whistle as imitation sound 
components in the case of, for example, soccer. The 
imitation sound component extraction part 31 of a 
conversion part 3 extracts imitation sound components by 
referring to the 1st memory 41. The imitation sound 
components which are thus extracted are sent to the 
standard frequency pattern extraction part 3 and 
frequency patterns corresponding to the respective 
imitation sound component keywords of the audience, 
goal post, ball, and whistle are read out of a 2nd 
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